158      DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
more limited and the condition of the slaves far better.
Slavery developed to a sort of social system and became
an outstanding element in the feudal society during
the Middle Ages.
Captivity in war became the most prominent
demonstration of slavery, particularly when the slave
was of another race. The humane idea then began
to emerge slowly from the chaos of the Middle Ages,
and the standard of human life and the rights of man
began to rise slowly. The yoke of slavery began to be
moderate and the slave tc acquire new rights. This is
due, in some respects, to the spread of Christian doc-
trines and their great influence on the minds of leaders,
princes and nobles. The laws of slavery in those days
can be summarised in the principle that the slave was
the property of his master. The element of slavery
was that the slave should not be sold independently
of the farm to which he was attached and could not
leave it; he was thus annexed to the land and went
with it to the new owner. He was not then con-
sidered a unit in a flock of slaves working under an
overseer of the King, as he was considered in the
days of the Franks, but was allotted a certain plot of
land to live in, and paid his master for it a certain
rent in the form of a large proportion of the crop of his
land, and kept the rest for himself. Should the slave run
away from the farm his master had the right to bring
him back by force, and should he disappear his land
returned to the master. The slaves then gradually
acquired new rights such as inheritance through their
fathers and marriage* The marriage of slaves was
vague and not defined by law; their offspring was
therefore not recognised, and children were not attri-
buted to their fathers* It was also due to the interven-
tion of the Church that this injustice was removed*
From the middle of the twelfth century slaves were
accorded the right of legal marriage and their children
were recognized ; hence their right to inherit the land